Dr.   Hu  Shih   on  East  and  West

HAVING finished the preliminary investigation of the problem, and
having framed the issues, we may now proceed to call in witnesses,
as it were, and examine their evidence. The first witness is Dr.
Hu Shih, who is perhaps the greatest living Chinese savant and who,
in the magnitude of his influence on his fellow beings, is often
compared with Mahatma Gandhi and Lenin. In his Haskell Lectures
delivered as recently as 1933, he dwells primarily upon the influence
of Western Civilization on China. And in doing so, he takes up
the larger question of East and West.

He starts his study in contrast by the statement that the difference
between Western and Eastern Civilizations was a new thing, that
"before 1600, before the rise of the new science and the Industrial
Revolution, there was no real difference between the East and the
West" (Hu Shih, The Chinese Renaissance, p. 63). He had himself
stated earlier elsewhere that "The difference between the Eastern
and Western Civilizations is primarily a difference in the tools used.
The West has, during the last two hundred years, moved far ahead
of the East merely because certain Western nations have been able
to devise new tools for the conquest of nature and for the multiplica-
tion of the power to do work. The East, whence have come a
number of epoch-making tools of ancient civilization, has failed to
carry on that great tradition and is left behind in the stage of
manual labour while the Western world has long entered the age
of steam and electricity'* (ibid., p. 63). Since taking this view he
has moved further, and in the Haskell Lectures he raises the question,
"Whether or not there was some fundamental difference between
the intellectual tradition of the East and that of the West which may
account for the vast differences in the later stages of their respective